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over the details of which he had exercised a close supervision.
It was a generous and statesmanlike solution to a number of
political and administrative misunderstandings, which had
been rankling both in Cairo and London over a period of
sixteen years.
During the second part of 1936 Eden did something to
restore his damaged prestige. In fact, he was only marking
time, but to the progressives it seemed he was in readiness for
a fresh advance. In the first place the arrival of M. Blum
and the Popular Front opened up to Eden the possibility of
real collaboration with France.1 The Laval-Flandin period
had involved constant pressure from both sides to achieve
even the semblance of unity. At the end Eden was simply
waiting for Blum. But before Blum had time to look round
the Spanish conflict was creating a wholly new frontier and
security problem for France. Out of this dilemma Eden and
Blum brought forth Non-Intervention in Spain. In terms of
diplomacy the move was astute and well-timed, although in
one respect the British attitude was undermined. In all the
deliberations of the Non-intervention Committee the British
Government alone was officially committed to a policy of
Non-intervention in advance. We lacked an essential
bargaining weapon during the weary weeks of the commit-
tee's deliberations. Maisky, Grandi, and Ribbentrop could
always add the sanction that unless their views were given
full weight they would have to consult their Governments.
It was known that the British Government had been con-
sulted and had given its word already.
There is some reason to believe that Eden subsequently
recognized that we committed a grave tactical blunder, but
only when it was far too late to repair it. The immediate
1 It should be noted that Eden and Blum soon found that they had Bother
than purely political affinities. It is recorded that at a time of grave crisis in the
Spanish situation, -when the ministers were behind locked doors and supposed^ to
be in anxious deliberation, they were in fact carefully dissecting the varied
qualities of a Proust novel. For Blum and. Eden alike Proust was a formative
intellectual influence.
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